
Call for applications for the International Ecumenical Centre
at the 3rd Ecumenical Kirchentag
The 3rd Ecumenical Kirchentag (ÖKT) warmly invites international religious initiatives to participate and
host their own panel event. Hosted by two German Christian lay movements, the Central Committee of
German Catholics (ZdK) and the German Protestant Kirchentag (DEKT), the Ecumenical Kirchentag is a big
festival of fellowship and faith and one of the biggest civil society platforms in Germany. We expect over
100,000 participants at political debates, cultural highlights and spiritual moments. The Ecumenical
Kirchentag will take place from 12 to 16 May 2021 in Frankfurt/Main (Germany).

The motto of the Ecumenical Kirchentag in 2021 is schaut hin (take a look) (Mark 6:38). It reminds us as
Christians to take notice, to take responsibility: to be aware of fears and difficulties and take action. schaut
hin (take a look) is at the same time the promise that God notices us and cares.

Ecumenical engagement worldwide
Worldwide, over 80% of people are members of a religion. Faith communities often have a great deal of
influence in their society. For many, their religious identity is more important than their nationality.
Religions can be a factor for promoting both peace and violence. At the International Ecumenical Centre

- We want to build conversations about faith and identity beyond nationalism, about religious
activism worldwide and faith as a factor.

- We want to look at the worldwide ecumenical movement: How do Christian churches cooperate to
promote their faith? What unites or divides them? How can young people be empowered to take
part in ecumenical cooperation?

- We want to talk about participation and power in our churches and religious groups: How do we
allocate power in church entities? How do we deal with structures of injustice and violence? Do we
need change and what could it look like?

The International Ecumenical Centre is a place for international participants to contribute their own faith
and interfaith topics, a place to meet and share ideas and arguments, to appreciate diversity and grow in
unity. We are especially inviting interfaith as well as ecumenical cooperation.

Who can apply?
Applications can come from groups and communities from non-German-speaking countries as well as
European or global networks that are active in their societies as believers. People from all Christian
denominations are invited, as well as other religious groups who cooperate with Christian communities. In
recent years, it has proved helpful for guest speakers to have a partner (organisation) in Germany that can
assist them. If you already have contact to a German organisation, please name it in your application form.
The Ecumenical Kirchentag is an inclusive event. If you need assistance in order to participate, please let
us know.

Hosting a panel at the Ecumenical Kirchentag
A panel is a discussion during which different people on the stage share their positions and get into
conversation with one another. The audience can also be drawn into the discussion. A panel may be
supplemented by short talks by individual speakers or by cultural inputs (e.g. film projections, theatrical
performances or live music). Duration: 60 to 90 minutes.

The working language at the International Ecumenical Centre will be English, which means that all panels
will be held in English or will be interpreted into English for the audience. If any of your panelists does not
feel comfortable communicating in English or if the whole panel is held in another language than English,
please indicate this in your application. We will gladly provide interpretation.



How does the application procedure work?
Please read carefully the Conditions for Contributing provided on our website (www.oekt.de/iec). After
that, please download the application form for the International Ecumenical Centre and send the
completed PDF form by email to Christoph Krenzer (iec@oekt.de). The closing date for applications is 15
August 2020.

We will inform you whether your application has been accepted by early November at the latest.
Unfortunately, we cannot accept informal applications by post or email.

What support will the Ecumenical Kirchentag provide?
Once your application has been successful, we will provide appropriate premises and basic technical
facilities and materials (microphones, video projectors) for your event. Your event will be announced as
part of the official programme in our programme booklet, in our app and on our website.

We will cover hotel accommodation, travel costs and participation fees for up to 5 panellists (including the
moderator). We also assist you if you need help applying for a visa.

Please note that the Ecumenical Kirchentag can only guarantee the full coverage of travel costs for public
transport within Germany. Financial support for travel expenses from abroad is possible in exceptional
cases; however, we cannot guarantee to cover the full costs especially for flights. With a limited budget,
we want to enable as many groups as possible to participate in the International Ecumenical Centre. We
would be grateful if you could cover your travel expenses by other means. Please indicate below. The more
guests contribute to their travel expenses (especially intercontinental flights), the more groups can
participate.

You will have free access to our international visitor’s centre where our multilingual volunteers look
forward to answering your questions and providing practical support.

What is the Ecumenical Kirchentag?
Find out more about the 3rd Ecumenical Kirchentag and get all the latest information on our website
www.oekt.de.

Please feel free to contact us:

Christoph Krenzer
Programme Department
3. Ökumenischer Kirchentag
iec@oekt.de


